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Abstract:

The aim study to know how include the Science book for
the second grade of the Cognitive Economy skills, use
the researcher used the content analysis method — and
prepare a card included cognitive economy skills,
included (16) sub- skills distributed over (6) major skills,
and build a standard consisting of ( 55) skills, validity
and reliability extracted by following the standards and
conditions of the preparation of the search tool displayed
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to experts and then analyze the textbook according to,
the results showed that the Cognitive Economy skills in
the book of Science textbook for the second grade
intermediate were weak, and in the light of the results
researcher took a series of conclusions, suggestions
and recommendations.
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Feminist Theatre: New Norms and Procedures to Revolt
Ismael Hasan Alsanafi
College of Fine Arts, University of Al-Qadisiya. Diwaniyah,
Iraq.
Email: Ismael.hasan@qu.edu.ig

Abstract:

So as to deliver the message of revolt and dissent,
feminist playwrights have established new theatrical
technique to oppose the old dominant patriarchal norms.
Consequently, some feminist theatres have adopted
‘cross-gender’ technique in conducting their literary
plays to present their feminist perspective and culture, to
some extent, to express their feminist aesthetic as part
of their culture. It is acknowledged that theatre used
certain techniques in order to produce specific effects
which are necessary for any literary play. This research
paper intended to explore the technique of ‘cross-
gender’ in the theatre of feminist. The aforementioned
technique is considered as a form of feminist aesthetics
and a kind of protest that challenged against all
conventional dramatic structure of theatre to undermine
dominant patriarchal ideology performing in plays in
specific in order to establish their feminist culture and
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subjectivity. In fact, ‘cross gender’ technique is highly
recognized as one significant aspect of aesthetic
approaches in theatres of feminist. The current paper
has adopted the feminist theory as an attempt to shed
light on the concept ‘cross-gender’ technique in a theatre
of feminist as an important kind of feminist aesthetics
through various feminist perceptions: social and radical
feminism. It attempted to explore how could ‘cross
gender’ assist the social and radical feminists to
accomplish their required aims.

Key Words: Theatre, cross-gender, aesthetics, feminist,
patriarchy.

Since the first emergence of the amphitheaters in
Ancient Greece, theatre and drama have been
nominated to be the site of cultural exchange. Therefore,
it was the only way to express and reflect human
experiences, that is why religious people have adopted
this genre as didactic and curative tool (Nochlin, 1988).
Even in the twenty first century with the up growth and
development of microtechnology and mass-media,
theatre and drama continue to employ a powerful impact
over the political and social landscape. The cultural
institution of theatre has served to give a superiority to a
patriarchal ideology and make the male, the
predominant of this genre and did not give the female
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character or writer even to perform any marginalized role
(Martin, 2014). This social stratum of gender has been
recurrently strengthened by time passing by a creation
of social and cultural goods such as theatrical
performances and texts. Many societies prevented
women in general to perform corporally on stage, so
men and boys embodied the women roles. In early
Greece, men embodied women, as they continued to act
that in English Renaissance too because they
recognized this act as a detrimental to public morality
(Kritzer, 1991). Furthermore, women roles in the
Shakespearian plays as well as his synchronous
dramatists were initially performed by “cross-dressing”
boys or men. Moreover, the original version of the
aforementioned  Shakespearian plays essentially
adopted ‘cross-gender’ technique: actors performing
woman characters hide themselves as being men.
Moreover, Laura Levine; (a well-known Historian), stated
that “an all-male acting troupe was the natural and
unremarkable product of a culture whose conception of
gender was teleologically male” (Nochlin, 1988, p.25).

In modern feminist theatres, the technique of ‘cross-
gender’ is highly regarded as a crucial kind of feminist
aesthetics which was initiated to challenge the
conventional theatrical procedures which were the
mediums for patriarchal ideology that has already
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neglected and marginalized women particularly in
theatres and in all aspect of life (Kritzer, 1991). Feminist
theatre has stablished new norms as well as procedures
in order to protest and dissent the old patriarchal
hegemony in theatrical performances to emphasize
woman statuses and attitudes in society in general and
in theatrical field in particular. In fact, feminist theater as
well as aesthetics in particular are categorized as a form
of dissent because feminist aesthetics is a type of
objection that might make new practices and modes of
change by paying attention to these practices and
modes, and these what feminist theatre and aesthetics
wishes to achieve (Ravari, 2010). Since the first
emergence of feminist theatre in the second half of
twentieth century, this kind of theatre has established a
group of perspectives which pursue certain assumptions
that regard aesthetics and arts are categories of gender
(Kritzer, 1991). Feminist aesthetics is a modern
philosophical view which was started in the late of
1990s, but it's really start was in the early 1970s, the
crucial time that witnessed the growth of feminist
movements (Martin, 2014).

Actually, modern feminist perceptions as well as their
new viewpoints have changed the face of theatre in
general, with all bound old norms and procedures of the
traditional theatre. Theatres of Feminist are regarded as
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"a forum for feminist redefinitions of the aesthetic"
(Laughlin, 1995, p: 17). Furthermore, one of the most
iImportant approaches in feminist theatre is ‘cross-
gender’ technique. The technique of ‘cross-gender’ is
basically defined that the role of a man is played by
woman or the role of women is played by a man. In
other words, ‘cross-gender, ‘it refers to actors or
actresses portraying a character of the opposite sex”
(Miller, 2015, p:24). Honestly, this technique cannot be
considered a modern theatrical approach. In fact, this
techniqgue was highly adopted by ancient Greek plays
and later was used in the Renaissance era, commonly,
in Shakespeare's famous plays, when male embodied
female roles according to the tradition and custom of
each period (Martin, 2014). Consequently, women were
completely forbidden to stage performances or to
participate in many fields of everyday life (Bulman,
2008).

During seventeenth century; the Restoration period
(1660-1689); an era by which female, for the first time,
started to perform on stage — adopting simple roles for
young boys in some literary plays (Nochlin, 1988). And
then in the eighteenth century, female character started
to play profitable roles and later with the beginning of the
nineteenth century, which has been remarked by
significant changes in all aspects of life due to “Darwin's
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theory” of evolution as well as industrial revolution.
However, women's performance on theatres was
generally common (Bulman, 2008). Thus, we can keep
going forward to the twentieth century, by which many
changes have been done related to theatre as well as
life in general. Moreover, this era has witnessed many
reforms in theatrical performances, consequently to the
countless changes in all aspects of life. As a result, for
all these changes, the theatrical technigques were offered
many changes. For instance, ‘cross-gender’ approach
was highly adopted by Brecht's plays as a tool that
"highlighting gender as a social construction" (Kittay &
Alcoff, 2008, p: 17). Undoubtedly, the emergence of
feminist movements has accomplished many changes in
the entire life as well as theater in particular.
Consequently, ‘cross-gender’ has been adopted in
various ways. Thus, this technique was regarded as a
common tool that was applied to present a sense of
humor or to support the custom and tradition (Morelli,
1997). Since then the ‘cross-gender’ technique has been
highly applied by theatres of feminist to assist their
feminist thoughts and concepts and gradually, this
technique was considered as a kind of their aesthetics
(Martin, 2014).

‘Cross-Gender’ Technique and Modern Feminist
Theatre
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One cannot address this technique unless he/she needs
to mention, immediately, the name of Caryl Churchill; the
famous playwright in contemporary feminist theatre
(Martin, 2014). In most Churchill's literary plays, all her
female characters suffered from patriarchal hegemony,
indignity, and humiliation. According to her, these
women were persecuted because of their patriarchal
society (Bulman, 2008). Churchill is regarded as one of
the well-known feminist playwrights in modern drama,
she often used ‘cross-gender’ in performing her literary
plays. Moreover, Churchill believed that the patriarchy
was not the only system or origin of female's oppression
(Wayne, 1991). Furthermore, as a social feminist she
confirmed the struggles towards all oppressive unjust
system which based on race, class, and gender; so as to
assist women to achieve their rights and independence
in all aspect of life and their rights in all fields (Churchill,
1985).

Churchill two-act play, “Cloud Nine”; she used ‘cross-
gender’ approach through the play’s heroine; Betty.
Betty, within the first act, (which was presented in
Victorian era), was acted by a male character
(Herrmann, 1989). She; (the protagonist), was presented
as a ‘man-made’ character; she said "I am man's
creation as you can see, and what men want is what |
want to be" (Churchill, 1985: p. 251). Betty's words and
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expression presented female’s image under patriarchal
system. The playwright described her as a delicate and
weak woman who lost her identity and freedom in a
male-dominated community. Churchill, the playwright
adopted the technique of ‘cross-gender’ in most of her
plays in order to alienate the actors from their
characters. However, the playwright aimed to explore
the impact and effect of gender by letting the audiences
to think about the idea of gender as well its
psychological influence (Miller, 2015).

Moreover, Churchill has adopted this technique so as to
achieve the alienation effect with her characters in her
plays to challenge the old conventional way of depiction
to provoke social and political change by allowing the
audience to realize and perceive gender as a means of
women's subjugation. Reciprocally, ‘cross-gender’
technique assisted Churchill to illustrate her feminist
points of view. According to JohnWillet ; (British
translator and a scholar ), stated that " if the part is
played by somebody of the opposite sex, the sex of the
character will be more clearly brought out; if it is played
by comedian whether comically or tragically, it will gain
fresh aspect" (Nochlin, 1988: p, 197), and that is exactly
what Churchill attempted to do. Churchill’s adoption the
‘cross-gender’ technique in her two-act play, “Cloud
Nine”, enabled and empowered the protagonist, Betty to
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express her real attitudes and tendencies to her
husband; Clive, who was the representative of the
patriarchal community at that time who dominated his
wife (Miller, 2014). Factually, ‘cross-gender’ approach
has well illustrated how a woman's identity and
subjectivity was completely wrecked and subverted in
male-dominated community.

Martin (2014) stated that Churchill's has adopted ‘cross-
gender’ technique to stimulate the audiences to well
comprehend the concept of women's subjectivity in
obviously way. She explained:

“If in production the role of Betty is performed within the
realistic theatrical contract...she will not be read by the
audience as an (un)subject. Such a performance will fall
to meet the (un)aesthetics' goal of creating an
environment of questioning that extends beyond the
door of the theatre. The gap between the character's
gender and the actor has to be highlighted in order for a
production to effectively break the gendered
representation system”. (42-43)

Therefore, Churchill in “Cloud Nine”, attempted to isolate
Betty from her gender impact that was the main source
of her suffering. Thus, in the play’s second act, by which
took place in 1979 (when Betty's patriarchal system
ended with Clive's death), Betty was acted as a woman,
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"as she becomes real to herself" (Churchill, 1985: p.
246). Finally, Churchill produced women in male-
appearances to emphasize that the patriarchal society
was one of the main sources that repressed women
besides social and economic conditions in most of her
plays (Morelli, 1997). The technique of ‘cross-gender’
was adopted to "shock the audience into an awareness
of the underlying misogyny that has become so invisible
to patriarchally dominated vision in many contemporary
cultures™ (Morelli, 1997: p. 105). Consequently, Churchill
used ‘cross-gender’ in conducting most of her plays, as
alienation tool to stimulate her audiences to think about
gender's impacts which was socially made which shared
women's subjugation. So, Churchill assisted women in
general to get rid of the domination of oppressive society
(Nochlin, 1988).In other words, Churchill's ‘cross-
gender’ approach was offering loud sound to retrieve
women’s social identity and dignity that is why this
technigue might be recognized as the feminist
aesthetics’ "conceptualization of subjectivity" (Martin,
2014: p. 25).

Radical feminism is considered one of the feminist
perspectives that calls for re-ordering of community by
which man supremacy is eliminated and discarded in all
economic and social context (Kritzer, 1991). Radical
feminists believed that man-domination was the major
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reason of female’s depression in western community.
However, radical feminists asked for radical perception
to destroy the patriarchal society to assist women to
achieve their statuses, rights, and position in society
(Miller, 2015)). The main difference between radical and
socialist feminists, is that ‘socialist’ consider a person or
an individual is more significant than a group and
emphasize the dominance of female attitudes, and
therefore, woman system must be invented and
developed by women themselves (Kritzer, 1991).

Radical feminists thought that "the patriarchy has formed
a male culture that wherever it has predominated has
oppressed women of all socio-economic classes and
races" (Case, 1990: p. 64), therefore they needed to
undermine and challenge patriarchal hegemony in all
aspects of life. In the field of theatre and drama, the
radical feminists’ perception made revolutionary
changes in theatrical performances in particular to
disseminate women's culture and tradition so as to
decrease men's hegemonical in the genre of theatre in
particular and all aspects of life in general (Martin,
2014). ‘Cross- Gender’ was one of the radical feminists’
perspective in theatres. They thought that patriarchal
persecution was regarded as gender persecution.
Moreover, radical feminist adopted ‘cross-gender’ as a
tool which assisted them. This technique was used as a

YoXY glas VANA '@\;_ sandl j2gll C"B,: 0Pl aus



J

(R Gmalor il 201 236) R0 Lol ALY ) 3 BN Gl bl 3500 £bs

device to confirm their radical perception of female's
superiority and male's inferiority (Miller, 2014). They
“focus much of their critical and practical work on
identifying either male-gender oppression or female-
gender strengths” (Case, 1990: p. 64).

In Donmar warehouse; (theatre), in London, a radical
feminist, Phyllida Lloyed; (An English film director and
producer) applied ‘cross-gender’ perspective in radical
and revolutionary way when she produced
Shakespeare's plays (Ravari, 2010). Lloyed has
displayed all women actor as a ‘cross-gender’
performances in Shakespeare’s plays: “Julius Caesar”,
in 2012; “Henry 1IV”, in 2014; and “The Tempest”, in
2016. Phyllida Lioyed has presented all-female actors in
Shakespeare's plays to destroy the conventional theatre
in revolutionary way (Miller, 2015). In other words,
Lioyed has supported women to make men's roles to
confirm women's capability to accomplish men's status
in all aspects of life. She believed that ‘cross-gender’
can help women to display their real power and force.
One day, Lloyed was accused that she was doing a
“feminist-separatist”, and critics asked her if she was not
afraid of that, she confidently replied "that is what we are
doing" (Higgins, 2012: p. 19). Many critics has portrayed
the productions of Lloyed regarding Shakespeare's plays
as a revolutionary reaction towards all-men
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achievements of Shakespeare's literary drama such as
‘Henry V, 1977”; and “Twelfth Night, 2012” (Birch,
1994).

Miller (2015) described Phyllida Lloyed's ‘cross-gender’
as a type of feminist activism; it is a radicals' "invention
in the staging of early modern plays" (p.23). Moreover,
Phyllida Lloyed's all-women casting of Shakespeare's
plays rebelled not only the old conventional male roles in
Shakespearian period; (Elizabethan era), but also the
realistic representation of women in modern and
postmodern period. Lloyed thought that women might be
much better than men; they could be fighters and
leaders if they got the opportunity (Hein, 1990). In
Lloyed 's “Julius Caesar”, females embodied as men’s
role so as to give women the chance to act an influential
dramatization of Shakespeare's most masculine literary
work. According to Lloyd, this play was regarded a great
opportunity for females to display the world of
assassination, conspiracy, and power which was
completely dominated by men only (Miller, 2014).

Lloyed, as a radical feminist, she wanted to challenge
the patriarchal system of a woman and a man, and she
proclaimed, in her interview "Phyllida Lloyd and All
Female Shakespeare”, that Shakespeare's “Julius
Caesar” "was a play about how society forces men to
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avoid being ‘'womanish’ " (Martin, 2014:. p. 54).
Therefore, Phyllida thought that representing woman
characteristics and attitudes in her performance assisted
the audiences to imagine themselves in reality. By
applying ‘cross-gender as a radical technique, Lloyd
wanted to confirm this perception by adopting her all-
woman cast. Moreover, Lloyd targeted to create a
genderless community with the ‘cross-gender’ technique
by which this concept was the major aim of radical
feminists, as they thought that gender identity is the
main reason of male hegemony and female oppression
(Martin, 2014). As a result of applying ‘cross-gender’
technique by contemporary feminist theatres, this
technique was highly considered as impressive concept
which has succeeded in achieving the goal of feminist
aesthetics by stimulating audience's attention to
women's persecution as well as suffering (Giles &
Livingstone, 1998). Unfortunately, this technique cannot
assist them to solve their issue, it helped to disseminate
and spread their problems to all society.

This research paper concluded that that the ‘cross-
gender’ technique is applied by radical feminist theatre,
as a type of aesthetics which marginalized women the
same way the patriarchal system did. Moreover, all-
women or ‘cross-gender’ actors of female in male roles
tried to assist and support women to undermine the
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patriarchal society and confirm female's superiority.
Unconsciously, this technique has marginalized women
because it compressed and closed them in men's roles
and styles which restricted their potential supremacy.

On the contrary, in “social feminist theatres”, ‘cross-
gender’ was adopted to assist the audiences to
comprehend the idea of gender as a socially made by
isolating an actress/actor from her/his gender. In other
words, ‘cross-gender’ was applied to stimulate the
audiences to explore and negotiate the idea of gender
and how it was impacted by social environment, and that
construct the backbone of the object of their aesthetics.
Nevertheless, it also alienated female from themselves
within their representation of the opposite gender
(Herrmann, 1989). Undoubtedly, all feminists thought
that gender and sex was one of the major reasons of
female's persecution, therefore, many feminists sought
to distort this concept or to get rid of their most horrible
misery (Hein, 1990).

Unfortunately, social feminists ignored adopting ‘cross-
gender’ technique as a device to achieve and produce
their perception, so they did not use it to assist them in
accomplishing their rights. Consequently, feminists did
not perceive and comprehend the capacity of female, so
that they did not achieve their targets by adopting a
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female gender, so they tried a lot to erase it. Sex
discrimination occurred as a result of set of political,
cultural, and social conditions that impacted female
identity negatively and made women's oppression
(Churchill,  1985). Lastly, feminists completely
recognized that they needed to fight the negative
aspects of these conditions; (social, political, cultural) to
get back their identity (Higgins, 2012).
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they are always working on rooting it by referring to its
foundations and components to link it to its
contemporary reality.Documenting texts is one of the
matters that Muslim scholars have taken great care of,
since the Islamic sciences were codified. The indexer to
refute a certain idea, or correct the date of copying, or
the date of the death of an author, or the attribution of a
book, or otherwise, and the scholars’ interest in
headphones, readings, and corrections, as well as
authorship and blogging, had valuable documentary
benefits. And translations, in addition to documenting the
rights of Islamic law.
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